
 
 

This week we are going to experience some of the things that happened to Jesus during the 
last week before his death and burial. Every year pilgrims from all over Israel and as far away as 
Rome would make their way to the city of Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.   

 So let’s go on a pilgrimage with Jesus and his disciples. At this point in Jesus’ ministry, he 
knew his enemies were watching him, and he had told his followers that he would die in Jerusalem. 
Yet Jesus was not afraid to head toward the city. Today we will join Jesus and become pilgrims on 
the journey to Jerusalem.  

Read aloud from the Spark Story Bible Pages, page 454 and the first paragraph of page 455. 

Or  

Read Matthew 21:1-4.  
 

To begin our journey together, we will make palm branches. 
 

Supplies: 
● Green construction paper 
● Popsicle stick 
● Marker /pencil/ pen 
● Scissors  
● Glue or Tape 

 

Instructions: 

1. Trace around your hand on the green paper. Include your wrist when tracing. 
2. Make at least four handprints—more if you have smaller hands. 
3. Cut out the handprints, including the wrist part to be a stem for the palm leaf.  
4. Glue the hand palm leaves onto the long craft sticks. 
5. Now you are ready for the Palm Sunday parade! 

 



Consider these discussion questions as people are working on their palm branches: 

● Why did people go up to Jerusalem?  
● What makes Jerusalem important?  
● What is the Feast of the Passover?  

○ Why is it important? 

When everyone has finished their palms: 

Say: At the time Jesus lived, anytime kings or other leaders entered a city, they were celebrated. 
People would wave palm branches and lay them on the road to make a path for the leader. 
Conquering warriors rode into town on powerful horses. But Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a 
donkey—the sign of a peaceful king, not a warrior king. 

What kind of king was Jesus? Let everyone respond. 

Let’s hear the rest of the story!  

Read pages 456–459,  

OR 

Read Matthew 21:5-10  

Questions:  

● What words would you use to praise Jesus?  
○ Write some words of praise and thanks on a palm branch. 

● What did they say as Jesus entered the city? 

Let’s say this together and wave our palm branches!  

“Hosanna! Hosanna! Here comes God’s king!” 

Ending Prayer: 
As we finish our Palm parade, let’s pray together.“Jesus, you are a peaceful king who teaches us how 
to bring peace and love into our world. Help us remember that all creation praises you! Help us praise 
and thank you every day. Amen.



 

● Before beginning, Set up a foot washing station, with a chair, a basin, paper towels or a towel, 
and a pitcher of warm water. 

This day will we recount the story of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper. Participants 
will wash one another’s feet and consider ways to reflect the love of Christ by serving others. 

Once everyone is ready, read the story of the Last Supper from the Spark Story Bible, pages 
462–463, 

OR Read John 13:3-20  

In the time of Jesus, most people walked wherever they went and wore open- toed shoes or 
sandals. The roads they walked on were dusty and dirty. That meant their feet got really dirty. When 
wealthy people had dinner parties, there was usually a servant to wash the guests’ feet as they came 
into the house. This was a job given to the lowest servants. 

At the Last Supper, the disciples started arguing about which of them was going to be most 
important in God’s kingdom. Jesus listened, then decided to show his disciples that following him 
wasn’t about having power or prestige. So Jesus knelt down, poured water into a basin, and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet. This was not what the disciples expected from the man they considered their 
leader! He was acting like a servant, not a king. Jesus told his friends that following him meant they 
needed to serve others as well, just as he had shown them.  

● In God’s kingdom, we serve one another. We take care of each other, even if we are 
strangers. What are some ways we serve other people? Let everyone respond.  

● We can also serve the people we are closest to. With your family, find a chair and wash 
basin and take turns washing each other’s feet.  

Once everyone who wants to participate has had a chance, invite them to pray.  

“Lord Jesus, help us be your hands and feet to everyone we meet. Help us see the needs 
around us and love as you love. Show us ways to help and serve our friends, our family, and 
even people we don’t know. Thank you for showing us this way to love. Amen.” 



 

● Before beginning cover a table with the tablecloth and set bread, fruit, and a chalice or cup in the 
center. (If you do not have grapes, or grape juice, water will be fine! You can also use crackers for the 
bread.) 

Want to make your own unleavened bread at home? Try this Recipe! 

○ 1 cup cold water 
○ 2 Tbs vegetable oil 
○ 8 Tbs honey 
○ 1 1/2 tsp salt 
○ 3 tbs softened butter 
○ 1 egg 
○ 5 cups flour  

- Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  
- Mix all ingredients EXCEPT for the flour. 
- Slowly add the flour. Knead until the bread is elastic. 
- Oil your hands, then shape balls of dough in the same way that you shape hamburger patties.  
- Poke holes in patties with a fork.  
- Grease the pan, and place the bread on it. 
- Bake at 400 Degrees F for 10-12 minutes, or until golden brown around the edge.  

 

On the same night that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, he shared a special meal with 
them. This meal was a part of the Feast of Passover that is still celebrated every year by our 
Jewish friends to help them remember how God brought them out of slavery in Egypt into 
freedom. Jesus and his disciples were Jewish, so they celebrated this feast together. 

Read the story from pages 464–465 

OR 

Matthew 26:17-30 



When Jesus shared this meal with his friends, he told them it was also a symbol of his love for them. 
He told them to think about him every time they shared this meal. 

*Please know that this activity is not partaking in communion, but a reenactment 
of what Jesus and his disciples did.* 

When Jesus ate with the disciples, he picked up unleavened bread. Pick up the bread. 

He blessed the bread and broke it in half. The disciples passed it around the table. Everyone 
tore off a piece and ate it. Tear off a piece of bread. 

Then Jesus told them that the bread was to remind them of his body, which would be broken 
when he died. The disciples didn’t understand what he meant, but later they would. We’re 
going to share this bread too. Take a little piece to hold, and pass the loaf on to the next person. 
Pass around the bread and let everyone tear off a piece and hold it. 

Then Jesus poured a cup of wine and thanked God for it. The disciples passed the cup around 
the table. Everyone took a drink from the same cup. (We are not going to be drinking from the 
same cup.) 

Then Jesus told them that the wine was like his blood that would be shed when he died. Wine 
is from grapes, and so is grape juice.  

● Who can tell me when we have this meal in worship?  
● How can we remember Jesus when we share the communion meal? 

Once everyone has finished reflecting on the Last Supper, offer a prayer.
 

Ending Prayer: 

“Dear Jesus, we are thankful for the life you give us. You love us, you heal us, and you save 
us. You are the bread that gives us life. Help us remember you every day. Amen.” 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

● If the weather permits, gather your family outside. Before beginning, ask everyone to write 
down 2-3 examples of people who are suffering. This can be a person that you know, a group 
of people from around the world, or a country. Write these on a half sheet of paper and place 
them around the area you are gathering. (If it is windy you can tape them to items, or place 
them under rocks!)  

Read pages 466–471 on the Spark Story Bible pages, 

OR 

Read Matthew 26: 36-46 

In this story, Jesus and the disciples went out to a grove of olive trees in a place called 
Gethsemane. Jesus asked three of his closest friends to come with him while he prayed. He 
wanted his best friends nearby for support and comfort. Jesus went off by himself to pray and 
left Peter, James, and John to keep watch and pray with him. 

● When have your friends helped you through a difficult time? Listen to and affirm all 
responses. 

Well, Jesus was about to do something really difficult, so he wanted his friends to be close. 
He also wanted to pray to God.  

● Do you remember what Jesus asked God for in the story? Wait for responses. 

Jesus asked God to help him prepare to face the hard things that were coming. Jesus’ prayer 
reminds us that we can and should talk to God about our worries and struggles. Unfortunately, there 
is still a lot of suffering in the world. 

 

      



 

Bring your families attention to the various pages of suffering that you wrote down around you. 
Everyone, please find a paper. (Young kids may want to do this activity by partnering with someone 
older.) Let’s spend some time praying for the people who need to feel God’s grace and 
warmth. If you’re not sure what to say, you can just say out loud, or in your heart, “God, 
please help them.” 

Spend a few minutes praying for each person you have written down. You can do this separately or 
as a family.  

Ending Prayer: 

“God, you listened to Jesus when he asked you for help. Help us to see those who suffer. Help 
us show your love to people who are hurting. And help us know we can always come to you 
for help. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

On this day, participants will hear the story of Jesus being put on trial, and they’ll 
think about why his status as “king” was so threatening to the rulers of that day.  

Read pages 474–475 in the Spark Story Bible, asking participants to follow along on the 
slides or using their printed-out pages. 

OR 

Matthew 27: 11-26 

Jesus is arrested and gets put on trial two times. He is in trouble for being a king.  

● How does someone recognize a king?  
● How would a king act?  
● Where would he live?. 
● How does a person become a king? (born into a royal family, given the power and authority, 

steal a kingdom from someone else)  
● Can someone be a king if they don’t really look like a king? Listen to all responses. 

The people in this part of Jesus’ story do not recognize Jesus as a true king. 

The religious leaders are worried that if he really is God’s king, they will lose power and 
be out of a job. Jesus is popular with the people and they are not! The religious leaders call 
Jesus a liar. 

The political leader, the Roman governor Pilate, doesn’t understand how Jesus can be a 
king because he doesn’t have all the things we talked about. He doesn’t have a crown or 
castle or money. How can Jesus be a real king? 

● How is Jesus’ kingdom different from the kingdoms on earth?  
● What makes Jesus a different kind of king?  

Jesus wants to be king of our hearts. How can we let Jesus be king of our hearts? What things 
help us recognize Jesus? 



Craft: 

Making a Crown: 

While your family is discussing how to allow Jesus to be king of your life, make crowns 
together!  

● Use the construction paper strips to cut your own crown design.  
● Cut out designs in the crown 
● Use colored paper to create jewels  

 

Ending Prayer: 

“Jesus, please give us new eyes to see you. 
Help us see you as the true king that you are! 
Help us recognize you and your love. 
Give us ears to hear your voice. 
And open our hearts so we can receive you as our true king. Amen.” 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Place a cross in the front of the space. If you do not have a cross you can use, that is okay! 
Make a large cross out of construction paper and place it in the middle of your family.  

Read pages 476–481 in the Spark Story Bible, asking participants to follow along on the slides 
or using their printed-out pages. 

OR 

Read Matthew 27:27-56  

Do you remember the Palm Sunday parade? Do you remember how excited the people were 
when Jesus rode into town on the donkey? How everyone was celebrating and shouting 
“Hosanna”? Now some of those same people were demanding that Jesus die! And not just 
die, but suffer a horrible death by being nailed to a cross. This wasn’t the death of a peaceful 
king; this was the death of a criminal. Yet Jesus had done nothing wrong. His only “crime” 
was being the King of the Jews and showing everyone how to live with love and forgiveness. 

Sometimes we forget to live a life of love and forgiveness. Sometimes we make mistakes or 
choices that hurt other people and ourselves. This is called sin. 

Sin is anything that separates us from God. It can be hurting other people with our words or 
actions, turning our backs on other people who need help, or refusing to forgive. Hate, 
bitterness, and anger can all separate us from Jesus too. 

Have everybody make a cross out of craft sticks and duct tape. Think about moments 
when you’ve let anger or selfishness take control of your behavior. Use markers to write or draw 
one of those times on your cross. Give everyone time to do this. 

 

 

 



Ending Prayer:  

Let’s hold our crosses and pray together: 

“Jesus, sometimes we forget what you’ve taught us. Sometimes we don’t do the good things 
we want to do. Sometimes we do wrong things we know we shouldn’t do. We are sorry for our 
sins. Forgive us and help us do better. Thank you for defeating sin and for giving us a new 
start. Amen.” 

Have everyone leave their crosses at the base of the larger cross. We will use these crosses 
tomorrow.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

On this day, participants will hear the story of Jesus’ burial. 

Before beginning, gather the crosses from yesterday around the larger cross. Gather spices you 
might have in your pantry for your family to smell during today’s activities. Spices to gather: 
cinnamon, cloves, allspice. You will also want a bowl (to mix spices in.) 

Read Matthew 27:57-66 

After Jesus died, his disciples and followers felt hopeless. They were afraid that this new 
kingdom of love and forgiveness Jesus had promised would never work out. They were afraid 
that none of Jesus’ promises would come true. 

Still, they took his body, wrapped it in a linen sheet filled with spices, and laid it in a tomb. 

Have everyone Take a piece of the black cloth and hold it in your hand. Have you ever been 
afraid? Felt hopeless? Hold the cloth and talk in your heart to Jesus about your fears, 
hopelessness, and pain. 

Give everyone time to pray. 

Mix the spices with a spoon: two parts cloves to one part cinnamon and one part allspice. 

Pass around the dish with the spices. Have each participant roll their piece of cloth in the spices. 
Have an adult help young children shake any stray spices back into the bowl. 

Now use this strip of cloth to cover your cross. Symbolizing the burial of Jesus.  

Ending Prayer: 
 
“Jesus, thank you for always giving us hope.Thank you for not giving us a spirit of fear, but 
rather a spirit of power and love! We reach out to you and give you our fears and our 
hopelessness.We receive your love, your power, and your hope for new life. Amen.“ Thank 
you for taking them from us.   



 

Today we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus! Let’s join together in saying a traditional Easter 
greeting.  

Easter Greeting: 

● One person will say He is Risen! 
● Others will respond with “He is Risen Indeed!” 

“Repeat this three times”  

Read Matthew 28:1-15 

Today I encourage you to join your Church family in worship online. Watch as a family.  

● Sunday Worship: ___am 
● Sunday School Lesson- The Empty Tomb: 11am.  

● Join Ms. Danielle for Sunday School on this Easter Sunday morning! 

 

Activities to do as a family on this beautiful resurrection Sunday: 

● Plant flowers as a symbol of new life, and the resurrection of Jesus.  
● Make Easter cards for family members and friends. Send the cards in the mail! 
● Make Christ Is Risen banners/posters to hang around the house!  

 

Happy Easter!!! 
 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

  


